
 

Tarot Reading for Cass – 28 December 2017 (Moon Waxing Gibbous in Taurus) 

New Year’s Spread – Shadowscapes Deck 

 

Sunset – Seven of Cups: This card represents a dissociation between aspirations and reality – the 

tension between having your head in the clouds or being too stuck in the mud, and a need to 

find balance between idealism and practicality. The Sunset position indicates lessons learned in 

the past year, and for me, this hits home. What I wanted out of this past year and what I was 

within my reach were two quite different things, as it turned out. I sought but did not find the 

requisite balance – and, in slipping up there, ended up sacrificing both material and spiritual 

contentment. I have to think, though, that these were mistakes I needed to make, so it’s fitting to 

find this card in this position. 
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Sunrise – King of Swords: An authoritative figure who has harnessed great cerebral powers. This 

can be a figure the querent is going to encounter, or it can represent aspects of the querent 

that she needs to develop. In my case, in this position, which represents opportunities in the 

coming year, I think it could go either way. Certainly my book launch could benefit from 

individuals with this sort of power – an intellectual leader, someone whose opinion other people 

take seriously. That could certainly go a long way! But, there are aspects of this card I could 

certainly stand to synthesize into myself as well, particularly the ability to look at a situation 

dispassionately and make a clear-headed choice. My life’s going to take a different turn next 

year, one way or another. If I’m going to avoid repeating mistakes made this past year out of 

haste and desperate emotion, the King of Swords could certainly aid my judgment. 

Obstacle – Five of Pentacles: All the Fives are jerks. On the whole, they represent loss and 

upheaval, and the Five of Pentacles represents poverty. That is not necessarily, though it 

certainly can be, a financial poverty – it can be a spiritual poverty instead or as well, an 

indication that the querent feels lost, out of touch with herself. It’s a natural fit for an Obstacle 

card, though not one it’s particularly cheering to see. What this tells me is that the hole I’ve dug 

for myself is likely to keep trying to draw me back in. My challenge will be not to let it: to see 

opportunities despite difficult circumstances. The Five of Pentacles does suggest, however, that if 

the querent lifts her head and confronts her situation, she can prevail. Finding that inner strength 

and resolve is something I will have to dedicate myself to. 

Strength – Nine of Pentacles: The Nines, on the other hand, tend to be optimistic, so it’s nice to 

see this in the Strength position. The Pentacles are the suit of craftsmanship and skill, so this card 

suggests that my strength in the coming year will derive from my work. That is where I will find 

satisfaction and worth – real worth, the kind that comes from inside, knowing you’ve done a 

good job and produced something valuable. This card balances out the Five of Cups nicely, as 

it represents spiritual and material well-being. It’s also a highly self-reliant card; notice that the 

figure in the Shadowscapes deck is solitary. 

Allies – Page of Cups: Another court card, the Pages can also represent either an external figure 

or an aspect of the querent (as can the Knights and Queens). In this position, an external figure is 

more likely. The Page of Cups is a sentimental and tender-hearted person, someone brimming 

with love, optimism, and imagination. It may not represent a single person, really, but rather the 

kind of person I should be bringing closer into my life. At a broad guess, this is precisely the kind 

of reader I’d like to attract! But it’s also an aspect I can already see in so many of my good 

friends who are supporting me. This card advises me to lean on that support to help me get 

through the challenges of the coming year. It’s an interesting counterpoint to the solitary nature 

of the 9 of Pentacles. I should rely on my own talents and focus on my spiritual core, but I 

shouldn’t be afraid to look to my friends to cheer me on. 

Advice – Page of Pentacles: This card represents patience and diligence leading to prosperity. 

The Shadowscapes companion book speaks of “dreams of success and of being able to possess 

material comfort and stability” – certainly things that have been much on my mind lately, and 

which I’m certain will continue to be in coming months. There is a seed here that needs tending 

and regular careful attention. Steady progress will follow. 

Theme – Ten of Cups: A lovely card to fall in the final position, because the Tens are all cards of 

completion. The Ten of Cups represents emotional fulfillment, a place of calm and serenity 

reached after trials and tribulations. It’s a little interesting that it falls in the position that speaks to 

the overall theme of the year, since so many of the other cards are so practical and so rooted in 

tangible work. What it suggests is that my emotional fulfillment will come from that work and from 

the success that grows out of it. The serenity and contentment of this card, the sense that things 
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are falling into place in the right and rewarding way, is certainly a goal that’s likely to be on my 

mind all year. 

 

Overall: I always look for the ratio of Major Arcana to Minor Arcana cards, and this spread is 

utterly devoid of the Major Arcana. It suggests that, here at the turning of the year, my future is in 

my own hands. Fate isn’t going to intervene, either on my behalf or to stymie me. I have the 

shaping of my own destiny – a thought which can be both invigorating and harrowing. I also 

look at the various suits in play, and I’ve got a little of everything except Wands. That’s a touch 

unusual, fire-touched creature that I am, but what this suggests to me is that a little less haste 

and, given the Pentacles and the positions they fall in, a little more pragmatism might be in order 

this year. 

I also look, often, at whether or not the cards are telling a coherent story, or if they seem a bit 

scattered. Here, there really does seem to be a lot tying them together. What that suggests is 

that the year has the potential to be a focused one, rather than feeling quite so random and 

dissociated as this past year did. The pieces of my life may begin to tie themselves together. 

 

Cass Morris 

28 December 2017 


